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Some current events and background in the absence 

of Australian journalism on West PapuaTellingWest Papua

 

 

THE REIGN OF THE 
INDONESIAN GUN  

The 
human rights 

situation in West Papua 
continues to deteriorate. 

There are 
 regular clashes between the West 
Papua National Liberation Army 

(TPNPB) and the Indonesian security 
forces who respond to any incident by 
conducting a military operation in the 

area. During these operations the 
military conducts house to house 

searches, destroys homes and 
causes villagers to flee in fear of 

their lives. West Papua is the 
most militarised area of 

the Malay 
Archipelago.   

Will the UN Human 

Rights Commission  

visit West Papua?
The Melanesian Spearhead Group 

(MSG) was founded in 1986 to support the 
basic rights and sustainable growth of 

Melanesian people. It is an organisation of 
the governments of four states: Fiji, Papua 

New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, 
plus a pro-independence alliance of political 

parties in New Caledonia. Indonesia was 
recognised as an associate member in 2015.  

 
On 25 July 2026  

the MSG Secretariat formally 
presented a Pacific and MSG Leaders' 

resolution to the UN Human Rights 
Council calling for the Human Rights 

Commission to visit  
West Papua. 

According to a Project Multatuli  
investigation, there are about 
74,297 soldiers in West Papua 
which includes 17,780 
troops used from other areas of 
the archipelago.  
 
Combined with police, the total 
security forces in the West 
Papua region reaches 103,196. 
That means one soldier for 
every 57 civilians.  
Australia has one active 
soldier for every 450 civilians. 

The National Commission on Human Rights in 
Indonesia (Komnas HAM) was established in 1993 

after the UN had grave concerns over serious 
violations by the government. In Indonesia the State 

always prevails, regardless of violence against victims. 
Supporting the ideals of justice is unsatisfactory, and 

justice-related complaints dominate reports about 
Komnas HAM each year. 

https://observerid.com/two-decades-of-challenges-and-hopes-at-komnas-ham-a-matter-for-indonesia/
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https://www.facebook.com/MelanesianSpearheadGroupSecretariat/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/new-multatuli-project-report-exposes-disproportional-security-force-presence-in-west-papua/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/new-multatuli-project-report-exposes-disproportional-security-force-presence-in-west-papua/


Background
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Where does 
Australia stand? 

Australian governments 
have consistently 
recognised Indonesian 
sovereignty in West Papua 
and will not engage in any 
form of dialogue about 
circumstances of the vote or 
the state of the people.  

Where is the news? 

Foreign journalists are 
prevented from entering 
West Papua. They face 
stringent restrictions if they 
attempt to enter the 
territory.  

Constant Resistance 

There are about  2 million 
indigenous West Papuan 
people in the territory with 
about 2.5 million later 
arrivals from Indonesia. 

In 2019 a massive yet 
clandestine petition on self-
determination - signed by 
1.8 million Papuans - was 
handed to the UN.  

It was rejected because 
West Papua is not officially 
classified as a Non-Self-
Governing Territory. 

The people continue to face 
serious human rights abuse: 
death, torture and 
displacement. 

Facts 
The Netherlands withdrew from the western half of the island 
of New Guinea in 1962, and with the New York Agreement  
the United Nations placed the region under the protection of 
Indonesia to prepare the people for a vote on their future. In 
1969 Indonesia chose 1,026 people out of the population 
of 800,000 to vote.  

In selected areas across the region, those chosen to vote 
were surrounded by armed soldiers and were required to 
read out a statement saying that Papua was part of 
Indonesia. This is called the “Act of Free Choice”. 

Since then, Papuans have resisted Indonesian rule 
consistently, resulting in the deaths of hundreds of 
thousands of people. Over 10,000 Papuans have escaped 
into PNG and there are over 100,000 internally displaced 
people in Papua itself. 
  
Initially, a major process of transmigration was undertaken 
by the Indonesian government whereby Indonesians were 
invited to make their homes in Papua. As a result, the 
Papuan population has dropped from 98% in 1969 to about 
49%. The transmigration process has been revived 
recently under President Prabowo Subianto. 

West Papua is rich in natural resources such as gold, silver, 
copper, natural gas, oil and timber, bringing immense 
revenue into Indonesia. 

Map: 
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