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West Papua

Some current events and background in the absence
of Australian journalism on West Papua

New documentary raises a”areness

President Prabowo Subianto has
led Indonesia since October 2024, and
the marks of his regime have been
increasingly felt across civil society. Greater
power is going to the security services, laws
that criminalise dissent are tightening, and
there is evidence that the civil rights fought
for during the period known as
Reformasi are being eroded.

Drone attack

On the morning of 17 May 2026, Papuans

a drone attacked a Catholic on be
. jailed for
church compound in the Intan flvi
. _ ying,
Jaya Regency while parishioners .
. . wearing or
were dispersing after Mass. The .
ish priest said an object promoting
parish p the West

(believed to be a grenade) fell
from the sky and exploded. Four
people received serious iniuries.

Papuan

For up-to-date information about
West Papua go to AWPA

Australia West Papua Association

susan.connelly@sosj.org.au

The rare main stream media coverage of
West Papua has received a global
injection of truth.

“Pig Feast: Colonialism in Our Time”
shows the Indonesian government’s
deforestation in Papua and the loss of
Papuans’ land and livelihoods. Millions of
hectares of forest are being destroyed for
industrial food estates and sugarcane
plantations.

The film has screened over 2000
times in Indonesia despite the
crackdowns on its showing in many
centres. Since it was released online it has

had more than 13 million views.

Find it here. 3 min. English trailer
Controversy continues over

legal wrangles concerning Mama Yasinta,
who appears in the documentary.
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Where does
Australia stand?

Australian governments
have consistently
recognised Indonesian
sovereignty in West Papua
and will not engage in any
form of dialogue about
circumstances of the vote or
the state of the people.

Where is the news?

Foreign journalists are
prevented from entering
West Papua. They face
stringent restrictions if they
attempt to enter the
territory.

Constant Resistance

There are about 2 million
indigenous West Papuan
people in the territory with
about 2.5 million later
arrivals from Indonesia.

In 2019 a massive yet
clandestine petition on self-
determination - signed by
1.8 million Papuans - was
handed to the UN.

It was rejected because
West Papua is not officially
classified as a Non-Self-
Governing Territory.

The people continue to face
serious human rights abuse:
death, torture and
displacement.

susan.connelly@sosj.org.au

WEST PAPUA

Facts

The Netherlands withdrew from the western half of the island
of New Guinea in 1962, and with the New York Agreement
the United Nations placed the region under the protection of
Indonesia to prepare the people for a vote on their future. In
1969 Indonesia chose 1,026 people out of the population
of 800,000 to vote.

In selected areas across the region, those chosen to vote
were surrounded by armed soldiers and were required to
read out a statement saying that Papua was part of
Indonesia. This is called the “Act of Free Choice”.

Since then, Papuans have resisted Indonesian rule
consistently, resulting in the deaths of hundreds of
thousands of people. Over 10,000 Papuans have escaped
into PNG and there are over 100,000 internally displaced
people in Papua itself.

Initially, a major process of transmigration was undertaken
by the Indonesian government whereby Indonesians were
invited to make their homes in Papua. As a result, the
Papuan population has dropped from 98% in 1969 to about
49%. The transmigration process has been revived
recently under President Prabowo Subianto.

West Papua is rich in natural resources such as gold, silver,
copper, natural gas, oil and timber, bringing immense
revenue into Indonesia.

Map:
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/20/LocationWestPapua.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:LocationWestPapua.svg
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