
Poignant and truthful book of poems by Anne E. Stewart, Tony’s sister 
https://www.anneestewart.com.au/post/crossroads-my-stories-of-balibo
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A ustralian citizens Greg Shackleton 
and Tony Stewart, and residents 
Gary Cunningham (NZ), Brian 

Peters and Malcolm Rennie (Britain) 
worked for Australian media companies 
and were reporting on the Indonesian 
invasion of Portuguese Timor. 


On 16 October 1975 they were murdered 
and their bodies burned by Indonesian 
military in the Timorese town of Balibó, 
west of Dili.


The Balibó Five
16  October 1975

Inquiries and Investigations: 

1976 - Australian Embassy in Indonesia
1996 - National Crime Authority
1997 - International Commission of Jurists 
1999 - National Crime Authority (again)
2002 - Inspector-General of Intelligence and Security 
2005 - Timor-Leste Commission: Chega!
2007 - Inquest by NSW Coroner re Brian Peters’
2009 - Australian Federal Police (AFP) under orders
           from Attorney-General’s Department

Following the Coroner’s Inquest, 
the 2009 AFP investigation lasted 
for five years, with discussions in 
Australian Senate Committees.  
 
Then suddenly, on 20 October 
2014, the AFP announced that its 
investigation was fruitless and 
closed it down. 


Thus the policing body of the 
Commonwealth of Australia 
decided to end the investigation 
despite the naming of persons of 
interest.


The 2007 Coroner’s inquest 
named Indonesian Special Forces 
persons as responsible for the 
killings:

 

• Major-General Benny Murdani, 

• Colonel Dading Kalbuadi, 

• Cristoforo da Silva

• Yunus Yosfiah


Greg Shackleton painting the Australian flag 
on the house in Balibó where the journalists took refuge

L-R: Malcolm Rennie, Greg Shackleton, Gary Cunningham, Brian Peters, Tony Stewart

The relationship  
between Australia  

and Indonesia remains steady.  
  But no one in the Indonesian military 

has been brought to justice.  
 

And no Australian government has 
mounted any formal challenge or 

complaint.


Contact: susan.connelly@sosj.org.au

What implications are there 
for the people of  

West Papua?

mailto:susan.connelly@sosj.org.au
https://www.anneestewart.com.au/post/crossroads-my-stories-of-balibo
https://pressfreedom.org.au/getting-away-with-murder-a867e6c3ea3
https://www.smh.com.au/national/balibo-movie-brings-back-memories-for-journo-who-escaped-20090604-bwxk.html

